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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-26 are pending on this application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless -(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to 
the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Biebesheimer et al. (US Patent Application Publication #2002/0152190, referred to as 
Biebesheimer). 

Claims 1, 10 and 25 

Biebesheimer anticipates a method for obtaining predicted user satisfaction data 
regarding the performance of a search mechanism which provides search results in 
response to user queries (Biebesheimer: abstract, L1-26; obtaining a response set 
based on relevancy to the user's query is obtaining predicted user satisfaction data), 
comprising: storing at least one predictive pattern for predicting user satisfaction with 
said provided search results from data regarding user behavior in response to a query 
(Biebesheimer: abstract, L17-26; page 2, par 19, L6-12; page 3, par 32, L7-26; pages 
5 and 6 pars 41-44; Fig. 1; storing user interactions (predictive patterns) to select a 
response set (predicting user satisfaction) based on the user's query) and applying said 
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predictive pattern to at least one element of context-based user behavior data, said 
elements of context-based user behavior data comprising a performed query; provided 
search results; and user behavior data (Biebesheimer: abstract, L17-26; page 3, par 
30, L1-14; pages 5 and 6 pars 41-44; the Adaptive Indexing algorithm). 
Claims 2 and 11 

Biebesheimer anticipates storing at least one predictive pattern comprises 
utilizing data mining techniques to determine at least one predictive pattern for user 
satisfaction (Biebesheimer: page 5, par 43-44; supervised learning is a data mining 
technique). 
Claims 3 and 12 

Biebesheimer anticipates said user behavior data comprises explicit user 
feedback data collected from said user contemporaneously with said performed query 
(Biebesheimer: page 6, par 49; page 7, par 64, L1-12; page 8, pars 66-67; obtaining 
data from the user defining the query is explicit user feedback as defined in page 2, par 
17 of the present application). 
Claims 4 and 13 

Biebesheimer anticipates said user behavior data comprises implicit user 
feedback data (Biebesheimer: page 2, par 19, L6-22; page 5, par 41 , L7-25; page 6, 
par 50; user interactions is user behavior data; the selections made by the user are 
implicit feedback as defined in page 2, par 17 of the present application). 
Claims 5 and 14 
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Biebesheimer anticipates said user behavior data is selected from the group 
comprising: user navigation to a new page using a hyperlink; user navigation to a new 
page using a history list; user navigation to a new page using an address bar; user 
navigation to a new page using a favorites list; user scrolling behavior; user document 
printing behavior; user adding a document to said favorites list; user switching focus to a 
different application; user switching focus back from a different application; user closing 
a window; user dwell time behavior; user initiation of a new query; sequences of user 
behaviors; and user inactivity without switching focus from a window relating to said 
performed query (Biebesheimer: page 3, par 30; page 3, par 32; page 5, par 41, L7-17; 
redefining a query is initiating a new query, user interactions is a sequence of user 
behavior). 
Claims 6 and 15 

Biebesheimer anticipates said application of said predictive pattern yields 
predicted user satisfaction data regarding said search mechanism (Biebesheimer: 
page 2, par 19; page 4, par 37; the Adaptive Indexing algorithm applies the predictive 
pattern. Maximizing the number of successful retrievals by improving the resource 
indexing functions is yielding predicted user satisfaction data regarding the search 
mechanism), and where said method further comprises: displaying said predicted user 
satisfaction data (Biebesheimer: page 6, par 49; page 9, par 73; the response set is 
predicted user satisfaction data). 
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Claims 7 and 16 

Biebesheimer anticipates said application of said predictive pattern further 
comprises isolating a set of said performed queries which are unsatisfactory and which 
share a common characteristic (Biebesheimer: page 3, par 30, L19-28; page 7, par 59- 
60; page 8, par 70; the exclusionary filters isolate unsatisfactory search queries). 
Claims 8 and 17 

Biebesheimer anticipates said context-based user behavior data comprises a 
testing set of context-based user behavior data (Biebesheimer: page 3, par 33, L1-14; 
the minimal user context vector is a testing set of context based user behavior). 
Claim 9 

Biebesheimer anticipates at least one of an operating system, a computer 
readable medium having stored thereon a plurality of computer-executable instructions, 
a co-processing device, a computing device, and a modulated data signal carrying 
computer executable instructions for performing the method of claim 1 (Biebesheimer: 
page 13, claim 20). 
Claims 18 and 22 

Biebesheimer anticipates a method for real-time optimization of a search 
mechanism which provides search results in response to user queries (Biebesheimer: 
page 4, par 37; Fig. 1; improving the set of resource indexing functions is optimizing the 
search mechanism), comprising: storing at least one predictive pattern for predicting 
user satisfaction with a said provided search results from data regarding user behavior 
in response to a query (Biebesheimer: abstract, L17-26; page 2, par 19, L6-12; page 3, 
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par 32, L7-26; pages 5 and 6 pars 41-44; Fig. 1; storing user interactions (predictive 
patterns) to select a response set (predicting user satisfaction) based on the user's 
query); applying said predictive pattern to at least one element of context-based user 
behavior data, said elements of context-based user behavior data comprising a 
performed query; provided search results; and user behavior data (Biebesheimer: 
abstract, L17-26; page 3, par 30, L1-14; pages 5 and 6 pars 41-44; the Adaptive 
Indexing algorithm); modifying said search mechanism based on the result of said 
application of said predictive pattern (Biebesheimer: page 2, par 19; page 4, par 37; 
Fig. 1; modifying the resource indexing functions based on the processing of the user 
query against the resource library, user interaction records (predictive pattern) and the 
resource indexing functions). 
Claims 19 and 23 

Biebesheimer anticipates said modification of said search mechanism comprises 
modifying said search mechanism so said search results for a given query are 
presented in a different order (Biebesheimer: page 3, par 30, L1-23; page 6, pars 49- 
50; Fig. 1; displaying the results in the sequence specified by the user. The system 
retains adjustments to user results viewing behavior). 
Claims 20 and 24 

Biebesheimer anticipates said context-based user behavior data comprises a 
pre-judged set of user behavior data (Biebesheimer: page 3, par 33, L1-14; page 4, par 
37; Fig. 1; the user interaction record for a user/group is a pre-judged set of user 
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behavior data). 
Claim 21 

Biebesheimer anticipates at least one of an operating system, a computer 
readable medium having stored thereon a plurality of computer-executable instructions, 
a co-processing device, a computing device, and a modulated data signal carrying 
computer executable instructions for performing the method of claim 18 (Biebesheimer: 
page 13, claim 20). 
Claim 26 

Biebesheimer anticipates means for modifying said search mechanism based on 
the result of said application of said predictive pattern (Biebesheimer: page 2, par 19; 
page 4, par 37; Fig. 1; modifying the resource indexing functions based on the 
processing of the user query against the resource library, user interaction records 
(predictive pattern) and the resource indexing functions). 

Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Fries et al. US Patent #6,751,606 

Tian US Patent Application Publication #2001/0039563 

Hosken US Patent #6,438,579 

4. Claims 1-26 are rejected. 
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